CHAPTER IV
BACKGROUND TO HISTORY
IBERIA, the name by which the Peninsula is known, is Greek.
The  Mediterranean  Sea  in which  the Phoenicians  established
colonies and trading posts, Carthage among them, is the ancient
Mare Internum.   As aU schoolchildren know, it is bounded on the
north by Europe, on the east by Asia, on the south by Africa,
and it communicates with the Atlantic by the Strait of Gibraltar,
with the Black Sea by the Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmora and
the Bosphorus, and with the Red Sea by the Suez Canal.   Great
rivers flow into it: Ebro, Rhone, Po, Arno, Tiber and Nile.
It was the Phoenicians who first brought about a community of
its peoples.   At the eastern end of the Mediterranean their develop-
ment since the foundation of two of the oldest cities in the world,
Damascus and Tyre, is the story of the Bible of the Old Testament.
Famous   personalities   illustrate   it: the   Pharaohs,   the   soldier
Thutmoses, King David who conquered Damascus in 1000 B.C.,
Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar, both of whom besieged Tyre,
Cyrus of Persia, Alexander the Great, Pompey and Herod, who was
given Hauran twenty-three years before Christ was born.   On
the other hand, the western end, although it produced the first great
western world powers, Portugal and Spain, is shrouded in mystery
as though a great " iron curtain " had been hung out from the
Pyrenees over the whole of the interior of the Peninsula and,
ethnoiogically, little is known of the descent of its people.   A
great deal must be conjectured and it may be unwise to state,
for example, that the first " Iberians" were of Mediterranean
stock.   But traces of Mediterranean men have been found in the
basin of the Tagus.   They were survivors, possibly, of the period
that followed the disappearance of the last of the great icefields
that at one time covered part of Europe, or of life that may have
existed between preceding glacial formations.   After 3000 B.C., the
date of the emergence of Egypt as the first world state, other Medi-
terraneans appear to have settled in the Peninsula.   A thousand
years later others arrived and from traces of them that have been
discovered it appears that they were taller and bigger in every respect
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